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BOOK      The Archibald Kenricks of Berrow Court liked the young man.
.    L    , More and more the young man felt he liked their daughter,
1857-63. jj^y met at the same houses, at gatherings in connection with
the New Meeting, at dances. At this fluttering but indefinite stage
of the charming trouble he sends her four pages of Ingoldsby
rhymes in copper-plate penmanship (with whimsical illustra-
tions by another hand) reproaching her and her friend for de-
clining to come to a ball because they thought it would not be
select; whereas he swears that they have missed a coruscation of
brilliancy and a refinement of elegance worthy of Mayfair:
And I think we can show
E'en a Charity Ball need novor bo low,
For though
It may haply intend
The poor to befriend
It isn't by asking the same to attend.
For Joe, as full of "Ingoldsby" as he used to be of Dickens, has
a local reputation for quick ingenuity in rhyming, and he is in
request at verbal games.
It is, so far, the simplest of stories. As the Kenricks afterwards
said, he is ua most affectionate person", but he is as devoid of
romantic exrpansiveness as he was of aesthetic fluency in the
Alps. None the less, this attraction, not rapturous nor headlong
to begin with, flowers into ardent love in a very natural way.
Absence did it. When he has been ill and wretched, the
weather foul, the whole holiday a disappointment but when ho
reads Shakespeare aas never before", absence in the Alps makes
him think more and more of a girl's face; and he knows that his
heart is caught. In the few weeks after his recovery and return
from Zermatt his wooing prospered. At the end of October I860
he proposed to Harriet Kenrick and was accepted. It is satis-
factory to know even of him that, though little given to nervous-
ness, he faced with unwonted perturbation the interview with
her father.1 But all was right there too. The parents gave consent
and blessing. They relinquished to him a treasured daughter, but
if they had to part with her, she was in this case well-bestowed,
and would still live near them.
Congratulations showered. During an engagement of about
1 Letter to his mother, November 1, 1800,